I was probably 12 years old when my father gave me the book. He told me to take great care
of it, since it bears an incredible beauty within it. It was probably the first serious novel I
have read and it made me love reading for sure. It was a novel by Saroyan, the first real writer
I have encountered and ever since one of my favourites. The beauty that my father was
talking about was the Armenian influence. I didn't know what or where Armenia was, it was
just a magic word.

But look at me now!
I am sitting in the very meaning of the word(to be more precise in Eghegnadzor)I cannot
speak the language, I cannot read the notices and my Russian is poor. And I am aware of ¥
being a foreigner: I am not exactly keeping up with the Armenian style (e\’eryone is dressed ’;5' *
up smartly whereas I wear my mum,sbld jeans) or I don't own the elgony dark beautiful
beautiful hair. I seem different and that is noticed but I haven't really felt lost yet. [ couldn't
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